City of Monroe
Plan Commission Minutes
August 10th, 2016

A.  CALL TO ORDER & ROLL CALL
Mayor/Chairperson Armstrong called the meeting to order.  Present at roll call were Nate Klassy, Keith Ingwell, Bill Bethke, Chuck Schuringa, and Charles Koch. Also present were Asst. Admin. Shanks, Asst. Atty Bartholf, Director of Public Works Al Gerber, Secretary Arianna Meier, Alderperson Jeff Newcomer, Parks Director Paul Klinzing, Bridget Cooke of the Monroe Times, Ryan Ziltner, and Kathryn Fry.

B. CORRECTION OF MINUTES
None.

C. BUSINESS
1. CONSIDER LOCATION OF PROPOSED DOG PARK IN NORTH INDUSTRIAL PARK AND POSSIBLY MAKE RECOMMENDATION TO COUNCIL FOR APPROVAL
Dog parks were mentioned several times in the Comprehensive Plan, and a petition for a dog park gathered over 200 signatures. Jeff Newcomer began by explaining the difference between dog parks and dog friendly parks. He stated that dog parks are important to millennials and younger people. Jeff Newcomer and Ryan Ziltner began the process by talking to Public Works Director Al Gerber about the dog park location at the water tower in the north industrial park. This location is ideal because there are no homeowners in the area and the location already has infrastructure in place. The dog park would welcome more than just City of Monroe residents. The park would feature off-street parking as well as two separate dog areas, a .5 acre small dog area, and a 1.2 acre large dog area. Trash receptacles would also be installed in the park. Funds for the dog park would be obtained through fund-raising and donors. A membership would be required to use the park, as well as proof of dog licensing for City residents or proof of vaccinations for non-City residents. Maintenance of the area was discussed. Maintenance would be financed through donations and memberships. Currently, the City already mows and plows this area. Once the park is developed, it may need to be mowed less due to the high foot traffic in the area. The park would be fenced with a 5 foot chain link fence, and the drive way to the water tower would be fenced off. Mayor Armstrong suggested having the hours of operation be the same as the park hours. Atty Bartholf added that in order to pursue the dog part, some ordinances would need to be amended. The park is zoned as M-3, which currently does not allow parks or playgrounds as a conditional or permitted use. In addition, the section of the ordinance that states dogs must be leashed would need to be amended. Motion by Koch to recommend to council with the two changes to the ordinances, seconded by Bethke. Upon voice vote, motion carried. 

2. CONSULTATN PROPOSALS FOR ZONING CODE RE-WRITE
[bookmark: _GoBack]This item is returning to the commission from the last meeting. The internal project group recommends Vandewalle as the firm to complete the zoning code re-write. It was discussed that $20,000 was budged for the zoning code re-write in 2016, and the balance will need to be budged for 2017. If the balance is not budgeted, the project will cease. Motion by Klassy to recommend Vandewalle to the Council as the firm to complete the rewrite, seconded by Spielman.

D. BUSINESS BY MEMBERS
	None

E. ADJOURNMENT
Motion made by Schuringa and seconded by Ingwell to adjourn.  Motion carried.
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