
Date: Wednesday, January 13, 2016
Time: 5:00 pm
Place: City Hall

PLAN COMMISSION

CALL TO ORDER & ROLL CALL

CORRECTION OF MINUTES

BUSINESS

PRESENTATION FROM UW-PLATTEVILLE STUDENTS ON BIKE MAPS

UPDATE ON COMPREHENSIVE PLAN PROJECT

SIGN PERMIT FOR TERRY L. GRAY

2016-01-07 Gray Sign.pdf

BUSINESS BY MEMBERS

May make brief informative statements or bring up items to be discussed at a future 
meeting.

ADJOURNMENT

This Commission may take any action it considers appropriate related to any 
item on this agenda.

Requests from person with disabilities who need assistance to participate in this meeting, 
including need for an interpreter, materials in alternate formats, or other accommodations, 
should be made to the Office of the City Clerk at (608) 329-2564 with as much advance 
notice as possible so that proper arrangements can be made.

Member: Mayor/Chairperson William Ross, Vice-Chairperson Nate Klassy, Ronald 
Spielman, William Bethke, Keith Ingwell, Chuck Schuringa, and Alderperson Charles 
Koch

A.

B.

C.

1.

SWWRPC 

10 Minutes 

2.

SWWRPC 

10 Minutes 

3.

Attorney Ewald 

15 Minutes 

Documents:

D.

E.

Individual Requesting Item 

Expected Length of Discussion 

Individual Requesting Item 

Expected Length of Discussion 

Individual Requesting Item 

Expected Length of Discussion 

http://wi-monroe.civicplus.com/2a374603-9633-439f-8cd2-7b6f61110635


VOEGELI, EWALD & BARTHOLF LAW OFFICES, S.C. 
Monroe Professional Center 

www.voegeli-ewald.com 

Paul W. Voegeli 
Rex A. Ewald 
Daniel R. Bartholf 
---- 
Craig R. Nolen, also licensed in Illinois 

Rex A. Ewald 
raewald@voegeli-ewald.com 

(608) 329-9610 
1750 10th Street, P.O. Box 56 

Monroe, Wisconsin  53566 

Reception: (608) 328-2000 
Facsimile: (608) 329-9613 

Monticello Office: 
211 North Main Street 
Monticello, Wisconsin  53570 

 

 

 
MEMORANDUM 

 
DATE: December 23, 2015 
TO: Ryan Lindsey 
FROM: Rex A. Ewald 
RE: Gray Sign Permit 
 
Attached is a draft of the Gray sign permit.  As I recall, the Plan Commission approved the placement of a 
digital sign on the property, but on the south side rather than the north side as originally proposed. 
 
As we discussed, I recommend that this permit be placed on the next Plan Commission agenda for review of 
the sign as it is now proposed.  I believe the distance between structures located on the adjoining lots is only 
about 17 feet in this location so a 10’ sign will leave at most about 3’ of setback.  From the mockup 
Mr. Coplien provided it appears that the setback may be a little more from the house and a little less from the 
neighbor. 
 
Also, the sign as proposed in the mockup has dimensions of 7.5’ X 10’.  The draft sign permit I prepared for 
prior to the October Plan Commission meeting provided for dimensions of 7’ X 10’ which tracked the 
application that was submitted [see attached application]. 
 
The sign code allows the Plan Commission to approve signs that encroach into otherwise required setbacks 
[see 5-16-6 of the Monroe City Code], but it clearly provides that setback considerations are not irrelevant 
and allows the Plan Commission to require minimum setbacks in the sign permit.  The proposed sign will 
clearly be within the otherwise required setback area both from the right-of-way and from the neighboring 
property. 
 
I am not the decision maker here, but if setbacks are to have meaning in the administration of our zoning 
code I have serious reservations about approval of the sign as it is now proposed.  The flexibility built into 
the sign code was intended to allow signs within the setback area if the underlying policy considerations 
supporting setbacks are not materially compromised. 





SIGN PERMIT 
Terry L. Gray 

 
Whereas, on October 7, 2015 Terry L. Gray a/k/a Terry L. Martin [the “Applicant”] applied for a permit pursuant to 

Chapter 5-19 of the Monroe City Code to allow the placement of a digital sign on property owned by the Applicant; 
 

Whereas, the property that is subject to this permit lies within 
the white dashed outline on the image depicted in Figure 1, which 
property has a street address of 563 18th Avenue and is identified 
for real estate tax purposes as tax parcel number 23-251-
1883.0000 [the “Subject Property”]; 
 

Whereas, the Subject Property is located entirely within the 
M-1 Light Industrial zoning district; 
 

Whereas, the Plan Commission considered the Applicant’s 
request at a meeting on November 11, 2015 and authorized the 
Zoning Administrator to issue a sign permit allowing the 
Applicant, and the Applicant’s tenants, successors and assigns, to 
place and operate a digital sign in the location designated “Digital 
Sign” on Figure 1 subject to the following conditions [the 
“Authorized Sign”]. 
 

1. Dimensions of the viewing area of the Authorized Sign 
shall not be greater than 7'(H) x 10'(W). 

 
 

Figure 1 

 
2. The Authorized Sign may encroach on the zoning setback as shown on Exhibit A attached hereto, but shall not 

create a hazard for pedestrians that may use any future sidewalk installed parallel to the western boundary of the Subject 
Property. 
 

3. Total height of the Authorized Sign and support structure shall not exceed 10’ above grade.  
 

4. The Authorized Sign shall have a single side display facing northwest and shall be of steel or aluminum exterior 
construction [or both]. 
 

5. There shall be no effects of movement, blinking, animation, scrolling, flashing, or similar effects in the individual 
images displayed on the Authorized Sign. 
 

6. The Authorized Sign shall be constructed with an optical sensor for dimming controls and such controls shall be 
activated to reduce the intensity of light emitted from the digital display during periods of low ambient light. 
 

7. The interval between display changes shall not be less than 12 seconds. 
 

8. The Authorized Sign shall be constructed with a brick, decorative base installed to a height of approximately 3'. 
 

9. In all respects not expressly stated herein, the Authorized Sign shall be constructed and placed on the Subject 
Property substantially as shown on Exhibit A attached hereto. 
 

Now, Therefore, pursuant to the authority vested in the Zoning Administrator, this instrument shall constitute a permit 
to place the Authorized Sign on the Subject Property, provided that such Authorized Sign shall be placed and operated in 
accordance with this Permit. 
 

The Authorized Sign shall be operated in conformity with such rules or regulations as may be enacted from time to 
time by the City or any other local, state and federal authority having jurisdiction over the Subject Property or the 
Authorized Sign. 
 

Dated this   day of January, 2016. 
 
  
 Ryan Lindsey, Zoning Administrator 
 City of Monroe 
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Exhibit A
Sign Location
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